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lc The military eirfield vest of Nubaisi (42°15% N/L2%LoY i), Georgian GSR,had 25X1
a conerete runway and a concrete taxiway to three hangars. A fiight control
station and adrinistration building, a headquarters building, aad [ive tomporary
bulldines for about 250 to 306 men wore on the ficld. Two of the three hangars
had a capacity of 12 to 15 single~onpine alreraft cuci, and the third was used
as a repair hangar. (1)

! ~

2. The £¢1¢ ws occupled by sinfleeenrine firhters which vere low-wing monoplancs
with radisl enines anc retractable landing rears, biplanes, two Fieseler Storchs,
nmmerous Focke -+ulff Stieglitzes, and some Ye-109s. (2)

3.. There was intensive flying. The single-cmiine fighiers took off in elenents
of two = macde flights in for:ations ¢f up to 60 and more planes, {(2)
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Spotlights were seen ut the fiele, but night illumination was never

otserved,

The milit
westward.,
by side.

Tield. ¢
and about
in diamet
consistin

ary airfield was west of Kutaisi, just north of a road leading
Yhere was a2 runway on which two plenes always took oif side
_# Tlight control station was on the southern section of tho
ireralt parking sites were on the northern edie of the field
six fuel containers, about 1.5 %o 2 meters Ligh and 2 meters
er, were scen in the northeastern corner. - large repair shop,
& of a repair hangar and three brick builéings, was across the

roac from the field. ‘ircral’t in need of repalr would taxi from the

rilitary
was occup

Tield acress the rain road to the repalr shop. (1) The field

ied Ly about 1ud plwes, mostly sinple=eu;ine low-wing monce

planes with in-line en;ines, lsuding gears retracting ou ward, and two-

seater co

ckpits. P7s, former air force soldiers, said that the planecs

wore an inmproved version of the IL-2 type. (2}

A large a
and oppos
about 1.5

irfield wes west of the militery airficld, scuth of the road,
ile the Opel Plant. There were threc hangars and a runway,
I long. (3) It was oveupiced painly by nilitary aircralt and

sopme commercisl plones. In addition to the aireralt types geen at the mili-
tary field, tuin-enpgine ajireralt also were parked there, (L} Description:

Single and aoticeably high rudder assembly, plexiglass nose, tail ended in a
round plexiglass covering, rlexiglass cupole on top of rear section of fusce

lacse, pos
a silver

The milit
Batumi (B

a taxiway led to the hangars snd barracks building

the field
site side
The eivil
field.

flight co

There was

81bly a2 nose wheel. The cormerciud plares were twin-engine, painted
coior, swd had nose apd tail wheelsg

ary airiielo was just west of Kutaisi snd north of tle road to
atum) (41938 n/in°300 E). -here wes a concrete runwey from which
s on the southern odpe of
«  An zireralt repair shop with engine test stands was on tie oppo=
of the reoad. (1) .

lan airfield south of the Opsl Plant was larger than the military
There was a concrete runway, lour largc harjers and an Leshaped
ntrol station. (3)

ntensive I1ying at the military airfield, whereas connersial

plazes only occasionally took off and landed at the civilian airfield, (2)

and (L)

Deseripti
rlexiglas
tail, rat
tail whee

The milit

to 100 sinrle-en;ine lowewing monoplones of IL-2 type with two-seater 2ockp:

10 to 12
biplanes.

Another a
the Held
parachute

Three old
repair ha

- Two-story
"o the fi

airfield.

Mo

nrlneon; ine planes were scen repeatodly ot the militarr field,
on:  Presurwly radial engincs projectin;: Srom under e wings,
$ nos:, plexi;lass cupola both on top of fuselare and at end of
her hirh rudcer assembly, lanCing gear retrocting inward, retractable
1. (2)
ary airfield was slout 1.5x1.8 km. (1) It was ocecupicd by about 80

1ts

fighters, similar to the Le-109, ten to 12 transports, and about 15

(2)

irficld with two hangars and a weather station was about 1 km west of
. (3) Cormereimd planes made intermediate landings theve, Lany
Jumps were observed over the commercisl field, (L)

steel siructures with arched corrugated sheoy metal roofs, used as
Ngars, were south of the military airfield. -

oificers' quarters und a weather and signal station which bLelon;ed
eld were in the westeru section of the towm and east of the military
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13, The militsry airfield west of Kutalsi wau bordered by a highway on
g 0 3

k.

the south an¢ & ridge on ithe north. (1) It was heavily oceupied in

the surmer of 1949.  The aircraft were saried in several rowa on the
northern edge ol the field, There were mainly single-engine ground
attack aircraft, Llovwing monoplanes vii:h in-line engines and machine puns
pointing upward to the reary some biplanes. Twin-engine transports

with plexiglass upoer nose section, a woor and several angular windows
vere used for porachute jumps. (2)  The pround abtack aireral’t were

seen flyin, in lorwabions of up to 50 planes. hey practiced &ring

at sleeve targets and relessing borls over the nountains north of the

field, Paracimbe jumps were practicad from ilie transports about twice
a week. About 12 to 15 parachutists would Juwp from each plare, ot

more than two or Lhree sipcraft wers employed simltaneously for paras
chuting, Individual jumps were ocaslonally made from the biplanes, (L)
Large- auantities of bombs were undoaded 5t the railroad station scuth

of the field. Uhe ammmnition unloaded al the railroad station was -pro.-
bably stored in the bunkers in ty bills on the northern 2dge of the
field, : v

A civilian oirficld whicl was faribter toward the west had a runway and
several hanyars. (3)  Coumercial sircraft pade inbermedinte landings ab
the field. Lighters, similar to tie Focke-julff and prebably with radial
engines and square wing tips, took off from Uhe ficld. L

15, An airfield was on ihe wesdoin edir of Xutalsi, Leiween Ulitsa Novaya and

17

138

UlitsaGralina. It was abous 1x2 km, ¢ fucl durp of six fuel containers
‘was on lhe northeastern cormr of 1.2 field, There was a concrete Dew
runvay, about 1.5 kn long., A workshp and a racdio station werc in the
"southern section of the fisld, JTher were no splinterproof revetoents,

The sircral't vere prrked in two rows on tiie northern edpe of the field.

An aireralt repair shop with a railrvac siding was just opposite ihe field,
south of Ulitseaotalina, 74 consisted of two large Langars, an sngine test
stand, lour teaporary buildings, and & repair shop train. (1)

- The atrfielc was occupiel by an estimeisd minime of 309 nen. " 4 large nore

tion of the persvnnel, prrbicularly off Leuvy, resided in the town. An air
Lorce genersl lived ot Lo CUlitsaotalina. Lo was picked up by a passen er
car at his billets deily. (2) rbout 3C0 s¢ diers vere repeatadly counted
in the southerrs section of the iield when failling in.  The soldiers were of
various aresy some of then had nany war Cecor:tions. (55

"The rilitar; cirfiecld s occupied vy five bizlares, four trin-encine transe

ports, ten sin;le-engine fighters, and 90 gintlewingine fround atlock ailreraft.(2)

Description of single-eniine fiphter;  Two-scatce cockpit, radisl engine,

three~bladod propeller, mid-ving monoplane vir s stamed to Le v ry wide,
landing: pear retracted invard, pilets in tandrm has forward Vision. Desecription
-of ;round attack plane:; Twowseatcr lot-win monovlase with in-line enrine,
three-bladed propeliler, propeller bubs Whits, srcen, ved or Llue, landi rear
retracting outward, weapon in cockpit point ay upward to the rear, seccnd
crev momber had vision to the rear. o

7y

Flying sctivity was very intensive betwsen ie e end Jpril 1S49. Simple
take-olf's ond landings werc praciiced, From ewrly tay to early June train-
ing was increased, Take-offs were madc ot clos: intvrvals md the pianes
flow for up to two hours. After July, formatior I1i_is, nass takewosls P
practice Lorbin, anc tarpet practice were done. The i hters toolk 0. indi-
vidually, wilh a take-oif run of atout 900 neters, oid a-probatics and air
corbat.  They hag very pocd £13g0) discipline. 1o maxinun flying ¢

o2 vag
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5o minutes.  Flights were made in fommations of up to ninc wlenes

. with three planes taking off simultsncously, The aircrait assembled

after aboul five minutes 2t an altitude of about 1,000 neters, flew
for aboul 50 minutes, and then landed a ain, three planes in foraa-
tion. {(round attaclh a“reraft took off ncividually and used abouatb

900 mclers of runway. 1o acrobotics wro seon. The Jdying tine was
up to L0 minutes. Flying in romastions of up lo ten groups of pine
plines ecach was practiced. the aireraft gimiitaneously tool off in
£l bts of up to three, snd left in individual formations at san aliie
tude of about 3,000 meters. They returned salfter aLout 90 minutes and
lande¢ at the [lelcd in flighls of three. The lancing of all 9C aireraft
took about 15 minutes. The travsports took off individually er in
formations of up to three planes. They left westward boward snobher
airficld. Six parachutists jumped fron the left door of each plane
from altitudes between J00 and 1,500 meters., The parachutists jumped
in elose succession. They imé o larpe parachute fastens¢ on Lheir
backs and a smsll white chute at tieir chests. It took about L5 se-
conds before alil six parachutists bs¢ jumped out of the plane, aad
about thre: or four minutes Lefors the ¢ roup landed on the proumd. The
transports were exclusively used for the Lrainin; ol parachutista. (2)
DLV e
sations ith civilians that they alse weregiven niphit training in bie
plarnes. The sircraft apparently took olf WS landed without any night
landing facilities. The flirhits were made only on moonlight or starry
nights.

dnother airfleld was about b km west-soudwest o the military airfield,
anproximately at the end of Ulitsa Jtelina. (3), Sovicts said that it
was occupied by L0 aircraft. (L)

No jet planes were seen,

The a'rfield, located 1 Im west of the P canp snd Just north of the
roac, extendel sbout 1.5 !m in L-J directicn and about 1 ko in IS
direction aud presuweibly had an -4 runway. An alverast repair shop
with test stands amd a railroad siding was south of the field. (1)
About 200 IL-2s and five transports were seen at the fielc in bLhe spring
of 1949, ané about 60 to 70 LI-2s and five transports ir Octobor LO49.
Parachuting was practiced lrom the transports. Twenty parachutists
Junped In two svecessive waves of ten from each plane. (2)

Another airfield, about 1.5x%2 km, was south of the road and the Gpel
Plant, and sbout Y lm west of the Iirst Iield. The eastern third of
the Tielc was generally called a civilian airfield, and the remasining
seclion was calicd a military airfield because of the aireraft parked
there.. There were two 1-7 rumways, each about 1.5 kn long. {3) After
the spring of 1949 the field was occupied by ebout 50 IL-2s, fighters,
trin-engine Douglas, and about 50 jet Fighters with swept~back win: s,
nose wheels, zud noliceably hig: tails. (4) and (8)

Yhe construction of & new fuel dwip was started on the nortiwestoern
edre ol the militar, airficlc, north of the road. (1)

The nilitary airficld was some hundred meters vest of ihe tomn DOrL-
meter, between a new road which led Lo the Opel Plant, and e ridge

at.out 70C mebtery high. Therc vwas a runway parallel to the roac. 4

repalr hangar and bhrracks buildin.s v re south of iiw rood. Mo constrace
tion or expansion work was seen. iie landin, field was aboub 300k, 500

to 2,000 meters. (1) About 7C aireraft, includine about 5C cround ate
tack aircraft with in-line en~'ms one ono cockpli, with weapon [iring
te t'e resr, nd {he rest VIR rodial oncines and tvioes
cockpits, crote e Lot biplenes vere sornancngly
parked on Lho nod thern o e od bhe Jicld. Tuecs was intenslve foruation
flying. (2) . The sirerafi ok ol in elonents of two, assembled in the
air-in formations of four [lying in a disronsl line.

CONTIDLLTIAL
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About 20 to 30 ’b’v»'inuen:_'ine aircral't arrived st die field in tle
surmer of 19L9. They hac radial eng<nes and cupolas on the rear
upper third of ihe Zuselace. s, iorier * force soldicrs,
sald that, lhey were Cuplicates of American type aiverals.

The civildan airfield with a hanger, an alrport building, and a »un-
way was south of the Opel Plant. (3) In addition to the comercial
planes about 70 military aireraft, including about 50 ground attack
aircraft and 20 fighters,wers stationed there, (L) ‘

The military airficld west of Kutaisi was bordered by a ridge on

the north: and 2 road on the south. Two old nangars vere on the northe
ern edge of the field, Thore was an k-7 runvay, A shed was located
on the southbern section of the field, an aircraft repalir shop with
two hangars and barraei:s buildings was south of tle read. (1)

ines

The field was occupicd by 60 single-engine fighters with radizl eng
bi

and tvo machine guns in each wiug, 15 twin-engine planes, and 2¢
planes. o jet fiphters or fowr-engine planes were seen, .

In iugust 1949 parachuting was procticed irregularly. Two twin-engine
transporls took ol asbout three tinmes o week in the morning ard af'ter-
noon. Aboub. 10 to 15 paracihutists junped Teom each plana, (2)

Parachuting activity increased in early september 1945. Amons 15 para-
o £y £

clutists wlo successively jumped from one plane wiere four or five viio
foll farther beforc their parachutes opencd. The planes tool olf ornce
or twice from ile militar, ziriiclc end releascd ihe Jumpers over the
adjacent eivilian airficld. (L)

An old Jour-story barracts, about 100 neters long, was aloub 2 1z east

e v = b - (oF :

of the Fu camp, just sorli. ol the hiplway. It was occupicd by [lying
persounel amd alrcraft uechonics who were trucked to the ield daily. i
25X
Comment,

1

(@)

(3)

) .

seurces penerally agree as to the location and layouf of the 25X1
tvo airfields west of Kutaisi. The inforuniion or: the location and
the sletches supplied e inlx rect, ainee they aprec witih war-
time records. “he shatemcnts indi-
cate that the military airficld is atout 1x2 km, has a concrete runway
about 1.5 lon long, taxiways, three hangars, a £1ight control station and
a repair hangar in tle southern section, pariing sites for aircraft in
the northern section, a fuel dump with six containers in the rortheszstern
corncr:  Mive lemporary buildings are on the fielc, and a barrachs s the
main quartering facility, on the western perimeter of the tovh,
The statorenis on the occupstion of the airfields alsc agree. The nilie-
tary airficlc is continually occupicd by about 200 single~engine aircraft,
mostly IL-2s or IL-1Cs, transports, and trainer biplanes, The intensive
flying activity supports the previous belicf thei & pilot school for the
training ol lighter and cround attack pilots is stationed ot the [ield,
The school is certainly of some importance since an air force general ,
probslly the commauder of the school, came to the field daily. The para-
chute jumping practice observed is probably part of tle pilot training
progran. A regular porachute unit is mot Lelieved to bte stationsd at
the lield. _ :
The statements on the wivilian airfielc indicate that it is alout
1.5%2 kn, has 2 runway of 1.5 km (one source reports iwo runays of
that lencth), and two or lhree hangars.

2

25X1

25X1
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(L) Fighters and pround atvtack planes, which prebally belonfed to the

(6)

school at the military Iield, seemed to be parked ot the civilian
alrfield. Reguler flying activity with fighters «nd ~round attack
aireralt. is apparently not conducted thre, Ihe civilian -airfield
is used as a commwrcial field and apparently as a jump area for
school parachute practice.

The otservation tlat some of lhe air force soldiers wore many war
decorations nay incicate that resular fround atteck units, at least
two regiments, were stotioned atv'v: TieMThere is, however, alsc the
possibility that these soldiers with combot experience were employed
au instructors in formation flying. :

Since this is the only information that et aircraft were olserved
at the fielc, it is doubted. 411 other sources stated definitely
hat no Jet alreraft were noticed at the ficlc during the reported
time.

ONTTDRNTIAL
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